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How did Confucianism infiltrate and permeate the religiousness aspects of
Buddhism

Xl (Jegyun Park), SungKyunKwan University

This paper aims to examine the strategies and factors that allowed Confucianism
to infiltrate and permeate and coexist with the religiousness aspects of Buddhism

within the religious culture of the Joseon Dynasty.

Confucian scholars, based on Zhu Xi's assertion that "Buddhism is void([&),

whereas Confucianism is real(&)," emphasized the restoration of daily life and the
reconstruction of social order through a This-worldly orientation approach. They
developed strategies to infiltrate and permeate Buddhism’s religiousness domains,

such as its afterlife and prayer for blessings, by adopting a future-oriented attitude

and receiving blessings(EXi&).

Confucian funeral rites adequately express mourning for the deceased while
facilitating a complete return to daily life. They ensure the preservation of the
mourner’s well-being, enable the continuation of family lines, and stabilize society
by transferring the deceased’s social status to the mourner, reflecting both This-
worldly orientation and future generations aspects. Confucian ceremonies teach

descendants about familial cohesion and social order, and the spirit of continuity

and devotion (#EZE) in Confucian rituals encompasses not only respect for
ancestors but also future-oriented practices extending to descendants. Consequently,
Confucian funeral and ritual practices, while focusing on the present, also aim for
the future, differentiating them from Buddhism's focus on the afterlife and

presenting a competitive religious factor.

Confucian rituals are characterized by their expression of gratitude to ancestors

according to the principle of 'reporting one's origins and returning to the beginning'

(FR A 45), while not seeking any form of reciprocity. The completion of inner self
through receiving blessings is not aimed at achieving grand results but at
maintaining everyday happiness and ensuring stability in home and society. In

contrast to Buddhism’s reliance on transcendent beings and prayer for blessings to



alleviate existential fears and anxieties, Confucianism emphasizes concentrating on
the present and maintaining ordinary life and happiness through continuous self-
cultivation. This approach is advantageous in that it empowers individuals to take

control of their lives without reliance on transcendent beings.

In conclusion, Confucianism’s future generations attitude and receiving
blessings integrate the domain of religion into everyday life, thus breaking down its
boundaries. This integration connects religious practice with daily living,
contributing to the realization of social order and moral values that complete the
life of the present world. Moreover, rather than using force to suppress other
religions, Confucianism’s differentiated strategy allowed it to naturally assimilate
into existing indigenous religious cultural contexts, exemplifying the unique blend

and fusion characteristic of K-religion.

Keywords: Confucianism, Buddhism, Religiousness, This-worldly orientation,

Future Generations, Afterlife, Receiving blessings, Prayer for blessings.



